Examples of LEADER News Media 2022-23

Pictured at the presentation of a ‘kick sampling kit’, which includes waders, a net and tray, were
Clare Conroy of Galway Rural Development’s LEADER team, her little helper Sophia, and

Stiofan Sopelza who completed the Water Biodiversity Training. Stiofan is a member of Gort
River Walk Development Group and Gort Tidy Towns.

Some of the volunteers who took part in Galway Rural Development’s LEADER-funded
biodiversity training. The participants who completed a presentation on each of the action
plans for their relevant sub-catchment area were Caitriona Cunningham, Eoin Butler, Alec Reid,
Michael Waldron, Sean O'Donovan, Thomas McTague, Denis Healy, Michael Hutchinson, Frank
Reynolds with Anne Kinsella (Chairperson of GRD), Kieran Cowhig (Ecologist with Veri), Maria
Heneghan (Board member of GRD), Conor Ruane (LAWPRO Officer).

Connacht Tribune, 24 June 2022
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Pictured at the signing of the LEADER contract at Monlvea Rugby Football Club last week were Pat McGrath (Trustee), Fé&ralc McGann
(Trustee), Claire Conroy (LEADER Officer with GRD), Sean Conneely (Trustee), Anthony Killarney (President), Clir Shelly Herterich Quinn
(Chalrperson), Alan Burke (Club member), and Sean Shanley (Secretary).

Connacht Tribune, 5 August 2022
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O'Brien, Councillor Peter Roche, Paul Ruane, Kieran Flanagan of Smart Villages Mountbellew, Conor Carty of GRD LEADER, and Linda Cummins
of GRD Tis.

Connacht Tribune, 16 September 2022

MtﬁeﬁewLMeaCmmkshﬂdinthdheanmwtaotCMksmmm
Madden, with Frank Keane from Galway Rural Development’s Leader team, after signing a
contract which provides a grant from Galway Rural Development to set up the entrepreneur hub.

Connacht Tribune, 23 September 2022
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Headford has the smarts

M Village is second recipient of major rural development initiative

~ - ol il e s
Maria Walsh MEP (second left) launching Smart Villages Headford on Saturday morni

Clir Andrew Reddington, Clir Mary Hoade and Clir Pete Roche.

A MAJOR rural development
initiative, Smart Villages, has
been announced for Headford
with the aim of enhancing co-
operation, building new al-
liances, and delivering funding
for the town.

Itfollows a recent town meet-
ing - attended by a capacity
crowd - to discuss the potential
for Headford as a “Smart Vil-
lage’ destination, with all of the
main town stakeholders pre-
sent on the invitation of Galway
Rural Development (GRD).

Following that meeting, and
the subsequent response, GRD
have now confirmed Headford
as its second location for Smart
Villages in Galway with MEP
Maria Walsh visiting the town
last Saturday to confirm the
news. Across the EU, ‘Smart Vil-
lages’ have implemented im-
provements to the lives of mil-
lions of rural dwellers in terms
of their economic, social, envi-
ronmental, and cultural lives.

On the back of that proven
record of success across Europe
in terms of cultural and eco-

CEO of GRD Steve Dolan and LEADER Manager Conor Carty
with Keith Finnegan of GBFM, as they formally announced
Headford as being the county’s second Smart Village.

nomic growth, and in-keeping
with the aims of the national
Our Rural Future policy; last
year sixteen regions in the

country came together to de-
velop a national Smart Villages
programme. Led by Galway
Rural Development, and with

local ¢

parmers in Kilkenny and Cork,
the initiative has been de-
scribed as ‘a game-changer for
rural areas’.

CEO of GRD Steve Dolan ex-
plained that the Smart Villages
concept opened up new oppor-
tunities to improve the sustain-
ability of rural areas.

“Itreflects the principles and
methods associated with being
‘smart and competitive’. By any
measure, Smart Villages Mount-
bellew has been an unqualified
success and we've now had a
wonderful beginning here in
Headford,” he said.

“As a start point, Smart Vil-
lage training has been devel-
oped to address the needs of
communities and businesses.
This training will help up-skill
the wider Headford community
under a number of strategic
themes in the areas of food, na-
ture, smart towns, and trans-
port. We will be out and about
on the ground this winter and
spring and the guidance given
will ready the community for
future investment.”™

Connacht Tribune, 14 October 2022

eps and participants including CEO of GRD Steve Dolan,

Maria Walsh MEP was keen to
acknowledge the potential for
the initiative in Headford and
praised the ambition.

“T've seen first-hand the suc-
cess of the initiative in Mount-
bellew over the past twelve
months and, given my own
background in community
work, I am intimately familiar
with LEADER. Given the evi-
dence of ‘Smart Villages’ suc-
cesses across the EU, I'm de-
lighted to see it embraced in
Headford,” she said.

And Ms Walsh said she
looked forward to the fruits of
the work over the coming
months.

“Sharing ideas, sharing expe-
rience, and building intercom-
munity relationships are core
concepts of Smart Villages
which aims to deliver for com-
munities. If we are to build a vi-
brant rural future for Irish citi-
zens’, then proven initiatives
like this must be central to our
endeavours and I know how
committed the team at GRD are
to its goals,” she said.
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olution Squads getting to
work in Mountbellew

» Smart Village to
seck charity status

By Mark Walsh
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Three stages to net zero carbon future for Mountbellew

by Mark Walsh
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Tuam Herald, 25 January 2023
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COUNTY COUNCIL HUBS EVENT

DR Ann O’Brien of Smart Villages, Mountbellew, Clir Mary Hoade of Smart Villages,
Headford, and Damien Quinn of Galway Rural Development at the Galway County
Council Hubs event in the Claregalway Hotel on Thursday evening.

Tuam Herald, 1 February 2023
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Ciara Dolan, GRD CEO Steve Dolan, and Clir Michael Connolly at the
opening of Bunowen Bakery’s new facility, supported by LEADER.

GRD are holding public consultations on LEADER, across East Galway,
during March.

Connacht Tribune, 3 March 2023



New LEADER programme
to support job creation

GALWAY Rural Development
(GRD) has been selected by
the Department of Rural and
Community Development to
develop a local strategy for
the LEADER 2023-2027 pro-
gramme.

In order to develop an inclu-
sive strategy, GRD will be com-
mencing a series of commu-
nity consultations and focus
group meetings.

GRD Chairperson Anne Kin-
sella said: “GRD has 30 years
of experience implementing a
top-class LEADER programme
in East Galway and we look
forward to developing a
LEADER plan that delivers for
our people, place and planet.

“The upcoming community
consultations are an impor-
tant step in that direction.”

The new LEADER pro-
gramme will support enter-
prise, job creation, rural
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ANNE Kinsella, Teresa Roche, Minister Martin Hayden and

Steve Dolan.

infrastructure, social inclu-
sion, rural environment, and
climate action.

Conor Carty, LEADER Man-
ager, said: “Our community
consultation meetings are an
opportunity for us to listen to,
and learn, from community
volunteers and groups with
regard to their local assets,
needs and priorities.”

“The meetings will be open

Connacht Tribune, 8 March 2023

to all and we are inviting the
public to attend in order
to shape the future of rural
development in East Galway.

“We begin in Athenry on
March 14, followed by Lough-
rea and Ballinasloe, and then
Gort and Tuam. Details of all
our community consultation
meetings are available on our
website and across our social
media platforms.”
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Some of the communlty group leaders and individuals who attended Galway Rural Develop-

ment’s LEADER consultation in the Lough Rea Hotel last week.

Paul Sexton from Galway Rural Development, Clir Michael Connolly, and Dr Christy Cunniffe at Blathnaild Gﬂlagher from Ihe GaMay Wool Co-op and Anne Kinsella from Teagasc at Galway
GRD's LEADER consuitation in the Shearwater Hotel last week. Rural D s LEADER in the Shearwater Hotel last week.

Some of the community group leaders at Galway Rural Di nt's LEADER Iin the Shearwater Hotel last week.

Connacht Tribune, 31 March 2023

Coffee Morning

The Ballinasloe Traveller Women's Group are
hosting a Coffee Morning & Bake Sale in aid of
Pieta House next Tuesday morning, April 4,
at Galway Rural Development's office on
Dunlo Street from 1am to Ipm.

The ladies will also be running a free raffle
on the morning for all attendees. The event
forms part of the ‘Hello, how are you?’ cam-
Ppaign, supported by GRD and SICAP.

Community Gathering

The largest of the county's in-person LEADER
consultations ok place in the Shearwater
Hotel last week. Dozens of community organ-
isations gathered to have their say on the
needs of the wider area during the next pro-
gramme, Further consultations followed this
week in Gort (Tuesday) and Tuam (Wednes
day).



LEADER MEETING IN TUAM
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DONNA Gleeson, Anne Cassidy, Deirdre Maloney, Melinda Coen-Ryan, Damien Quinn, Anne Marie Doyle and Joseph Shevlin at the
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Tuam LEADER consultation last week.

Tuam Herald, 5 April 2023

Communities surveyed on new LEADER

GALWAY Rural Development,
which is preparing a Local De-
velopment Strategy to deliver
the next LEADER Programme
for the municipal districts of
east Galway, has launched an
online survey to give the people
of East Galway their say on the
priorities for the 2023-27 pro-
gramme.

GRD has already held a num-
ber of well-attended commu-
nity meetings in Athenry, Balli-
nasloe, Gort, Loughrea and
Tuam in order to gather ideas -
and it has now launched an on-
line community survey to en-
sure that everyone in the region
has an opportunity to give their
views and ideas etc.

"We have been really pleased
at the level of engagement and
the ideas that we received at the
different consultation sessions,
but there may be people, organ-
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Some of the community group leaders at Galway Rural Development’s LEADER consultation in
the Shearwater Hotel in Ballinasloe.

isations and businesses that say,” said Steve Dolan, CEO of

missed the opportunity to at-
tend so we would encourage
them to log to it and have their

GRD.
“The key to a good plan is to
make sure it reflects the needs,

opportunities and aspirations
of the community, so getting in-
sights and creating ownership
of the plan at community level

Connacht Tribune, 5 May 2023

isimportant. The survey can be
accessed across our social
media platforms or at survey-
monkey.com/I/KVFNGVN,” he
added.

GRD’s LEADER Manager,
Conor Carty, pointed out that,
this time around, the pro-
gramme has a bigger focus on
the environment, on climate
change, as well as on rural in-
frastructure, social inclusion,
business, and tourism.

“We at GRD are keen to en-
courage developments in these
areas over the coming years,”
he said.

The LEADER programme isa
European Union initiative to
support rural development
projects initiated at the local
level in order to revitalise rural
areas and create jobs. The
LEADER team can be contacted
by email at leader@grd.ie.




